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     Willamette Valley Hospice uses Hospice Pharmacia (HP) to fill our ongoing prescriptions.  They are a national mail-order pharmacy that specializes in end-of-life care, and serve over 600 hospices in the United States. As you know, hospice patients often need narcotics and other medications urgently.

     In the past, there have been times when HP has urgently dispensed a controlled substance, then had difficulty obtaining the signed, faxed prescription from the physician in a timely manner. This put them in jeopardy with federal regulations.  

    They have proposed some solutions, which include the HP pharmacist calling the physician for direct verbal authorization before dispensing any controlled substance. We are concerned this would pose too much of a burden on you, the prescribing physician.

     Willamette Valley Hospice instead has chosen to have our nurse give your controlled substance order to the Hospice Pharmacia pharmacist, who will then generate a prescription that is faxed to you. HP will not dispense and mail the medication until you have signed and faxed the prescription back to HP.  

    We would appreciate your attention to signing and returning these prescriptions as quickly as possible on the day received, so that there is not a delay in delivery of these essential medications.  The hospice nurse will remind you that medications cannot be mailed until the signed faxed prescription is received back at Hospice Pharmacia.  

     As you may remember, through Hospice Pharmacia, we also provide ComfortPaks for our home patients.      

These include a small supply of our most commonly used medications, including morphine, to be used in an emergency until a larger supply can be obtained in the mail. 

     To further assist you, our hospice medical staff will now sign these ComfortPak prescriptions to help expedite their placement in the home. If for some reason, you do not think your patient should have one, please let us know. The nurse will still need an order from you to actually use one of the medications in the kit - yet another regulation!

     We continue to access local pharmacies for urgently needed medications beyond what is available in the ComfortPak and there will be no change in that process. Urgently needed narcotics will still require a signed prescription for a 4 day supply faxed to a local pharmacy.

Thank you for working with us in obtaining the medications necessary to maximize comfort for your hospice patients.

Sincerely, 

Sheila Sund, M.D.

Administrative 

Medical Director   

Willamette Valley Hospice  

If you have any questions or concerns please call one of our clinical managers at (503) 588.3600 or (800) 555.2431.
Hospice and Palliative Care Approved As New Subspecialty

Hospice and palliative care medicine has been approved as a new subspecialty by the board of directors of the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME).  The council also plans to appoint an advisory committee to develop medical residency program requirements for the new subspecialty.

Hospice and palliative care will be a medical subspecialty in eleven medical practice areas, from internal medicine to otolaryngology.

The ACGME is an independent accrediting organization whose members include the American Board of Medical Specialties, the American Hospital Association, the American Medical Association, the Association of American Medical Colleges, and the Council of Medical Specialty Societies.

It is hoped that the first certification examination in the subspecialty of hospice and palliative medicine will be offered to the American Board of Medical Specialties in 2008, according to the American Board of Hospice and Palliative Medicine (ABHPM), which has been working to achieve recognition of the subspecialty since 1996.

“The ABHPM has advocated strongly for the view that palliative care is best viewed from the perspective of generalist-level and specialist-level practices,” comments ABHPM chairman Russell K. Portenoy, MD, of Beth Israel Medical Center, New York City.

“The need for this distinction, which parallels the approach to medical practice in other specialties, is apparent to anyone who understands the high level of knowledge and skill required to address the multiple domains of human experience within the purview of palliative care, particularly in the setting of advanced illness.” For more information visit www.acgme.org or www.abhpm.org. 

Reprinted by permission from Quality of Life Matters® newsletter, copyright 2006. Published by Quality of Life Publishing Co., Naples, Fl. 
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     Now Available  





Medical Staff Section for 


Palliative Medicine at Salem Hospital





Sheila Sund, M.D. and David Hall, FNP of Willamette Valley Hospice have staff privileges at Salem Hospital in this specialty, and are available for hospital consultations.
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